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 Our goal for this year’s conference is to bring fellow educators together to explore the myriad ways we, as Social Studies teachers, 
are making connections between the curriculum and the community. The theme’s focus serves to highlight the creative and exciting methods 
teachers use to bring our discipline into the lives of students. 
 John Adams said. “I must study politics and war, that my sons may have the liberty to study mathematics and philosophy, natural 
history and naval architecture, in order to give their children a right to study painting, poetry, music, architecture, tapestry, and porcelain.” 
Unfortunately we have yet to realize a world that is void of conflict, which would allow for such a utopia.  However, Adams raises a critical 
point that cannot be ignored; to give our children (and by extension our students) a chance to navigate a tumultuous and uncertain future 
they need to understand the complexities and questions of the past.  
 The 2016 Northeast Regional Conference on the Social Studies seeks to affirm the argument that Adams made so many years ago; 
to excel in the skills of tomorrow one must have a knowledge and an appreciation of the work it took to build today.  Viewed in this light 
Social Studies is not merely a branch in the tree of knowledge, but rather the root.  What forces led Columbus to trans-Atlantic exploration? 
How did the opulence of the Catholic Church impact the faith of one of its own monks, Martin Luther? How was the Saturn 5 rocket 
engineered differently than its predecessors and why? How can a book lead a country into civil war? How can a tweet cause a revolution? 
How can a band of four men successfully invade a country that did not fall to four hundred thousand?  We as Social Studies teachers ask 
questions that touch all disciplines and aspects of society.  What questions are you asking in your classroom and how are you making those 
connections?
 The workshops and sessions offered at NERC 46 will give educators a chance to collaborate with their peers and demonstrate how 
they take Social Studies beyond the classroom.  Those collaborative efforts may be with a museum, library, non-profit company, or another 
classroom in your school. By whatever means you achieve this goal, we at the Massachusetts Council for the Social Studies, along with our 
many regional partners, look forward to celebrating your successes and promoting your accomplishments.  We eagerly await your proposals 
in the coming weeks and your attendance at NERC 46 in April, 2016. 

 Sponsored by the
Massachusetts Council for the Social Studies

Co-sponsored by the
Connecticut Council for the Social Studies

Maine Council for the Social Studies
New Hampshire Council for the Social Studies

Vermont Alliance for the Social Studies
Rhode Island Social Studies Association

New Jersey Council for the Social Studies
New York Council for the Social Studies

New England History Teachers Association
Northeast Regional Geographic Alliances

New England, New York, and New Jersey State Departments of Education
Sanctioned by the 

National Council for the Social Studies

For more information contact:
JuNE COuTu

N.E.R.C. COORDINATOR
35 MOHAWk STREET
SHARON, MA  02067

(781) 784-3936          coutuj@comcast.net
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purposes

The 46th Northeast Regional Conference on the Social Studies is designed to provide educators and vendors with the opportunity to:

•establish a forum to test ideas
•highlight the work of exceptional individuals
•demonstrate technology
•focus on critical thinking skills
•improve teaching of related subjects, especially literacy
•increase awareness of innovative programs
•discuss common problems with colleagues    
•address "no child left behind" mandates
•encourage the implementation of Advanced Placement courses
•meld a relationship between museum educators and classroom teachers
•encourage excellence in curriculum and instruction
•further professional development through an exchange of ideas
•promote university/school collaboration
•advance civic engagement/service learning activities

Nature of planned Meetings
Clinics-Clinics are two-hour workshops for the dissemination of new ideas and materials through audience participation and 
hands-on activities. Clinics are scheduled on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Sessions-Sessions are sixty minute presentations that may include discussion or audience participation. Sessions are scheduled 
on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Full and Half Day Workshops-Workshops are scheduled for Monday. Please attach a sheet with a timetable for the workshop's 
events and biographical information and photos for major speakers.

Selection of proposals
 All proposals are reviewed, evaluated, and selected by the Program Committee. They must be received by the NERC 
Coordinator by October 15, 2015.
      Proposals which address and develop the conference theme, which respond to the general purposes of the conference, 
and which state clearly the objectives, content, and techniques of the presentation will be given first consideration. Presentations 
which adhere to the conference theme are preferred, as are those that are content-based. 
 The Program Committee attempts to diversify programs as much as possible; therefore a person’s name will not ap-
pear twice on the program unless the Program Chairperson deems it necessary.  If a proposal is accepted, professional standards 
imply a commitment to register, attend and present. Presenters will be notified of action taken by November 15, 2015.

professional Development points
 Certificates of presentation will be awarded to all presenters. Please check with your school district/state department 
of education to see how you can use these to acquire professional development points (CEU's).
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please feel free to copy and distribute this
proposal form to your colleagues.

Check the MCSS Web Site at
http://www.masscouncil.org

for up-to-date information on the conference.
This form is available for downloading.

proposals from publishers, vendors, and other organizations 
that produce educational materials will be considered 

only if these organizations are exhibitors at the conference. 

proposals must be received by the
October 15, 2015 deadline to be considered. 

M.C.S.S.
35 Mohawk Street
Sharon, MA  02067


