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   Once upon a time there was a small 

English village in New England and twice 

in fewer than thirty years it was the scene 

of a major massacre. Life there was 

tenuous at best but the quality of the 

surrounding farmable lands made it an 

attractive proposition for new settlers 

from England looking for a good start in 

the New World.  

   This volume is written for the serious 

student of the history and landscape of 

the Connecticut River Valley, with a 

focus around the area of Deerfield, 

Massachusetts, as well as for the 

interested public. The book tries to cover 

many aspects of the valley which have 

shaped its progress from a primeval 

marshland and post glacial wasteland 

into today's fertile center of New 

England farming. It examines the volcanic 

origins of the land and the subsequent 

erosion and carving by the forces of 

nature into today's landscape.  

   The book then examines the progression 

of events from human arrival in the area, 

at least 12,350 years ago. The lifeways of 

those early pioneers will be examined as 

will the evolution of those relatively 

primitive groups into the well organized 

tribal societies which the English first 

encountered. 

   Next the impact of English migration is gauged both from the perspective of why the 

English wanted to leave their homeland and migrate and also the perspective of what 

happened to the people already populating New England. Just what were the problems 

and changes which occurred when the two groups tried to coexist?  

   The final series of chapters closely examines the events following the contact period 

up through the early 20th century. The chapters work through all the advancements in 

New England society and the trials, tribulations, conflicts and successes which 

resulted. The book is essentially a look at America's past through the experiences and 

events in a small New England village, Deerfield, Massachusetts. 

 

   Specifications: 30 chapters, 420 pages with 102 in full color. 457 illus-

trations, Glossary, appendices, bibliography and resources are all included. 
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