
Intervention Strategies for Tier 1 Instruction in History and the Social Studies 

THINK—TAC—TOE ACTIVITIES 

The Cold War 

Select three activities (one of which is the required center activity) to total at least 30 points. 

Postwar Conferences – 5 pts 
Read the portion of the text 
about the origins of the Cold 
War, and then create a three-
column chart summarizing the 
results of the postwar conference. 
List the “Conference Name” in 
the left column, the “Issues” 
facing the world leaders in the 
middle column, and the “Results” 
(or decisions reached) in the right 
column. 

Containing Communism – 10 pts 
Read George Kennan’s Long 
Telegram and his views of the 
Soviet at the outset of the Cold 
War. Research 2 of the following 
regions (Poland after WWII, crisis 
in Iran, Soviet actions in the 
Mediterranean, U.S. policy toward 
Japan, the Berlin Airlift) and 
write an essay on the handling of 
events in the regions and how it 
supported the American policy of 
containment. Design a poster 
display containing maps of the 
regions, and U.S. policies and its 
consequences. 

Popular Culture  - 5 pts  
Use library and Internet resources 
to find out what types of 
television and radio programs 
were popular during the Red 
Scare that followed World War II. 
Research novels and types of 
magazine articles that were widely 
read at the time. Write a two-page 
paper and make sure to cite 
examples. 

Eisenhower’s Cold War Policies – 
15 pts 
Research two of the following 
aspects of Eisenhower’s foreign 
policy program: (1) replacement 
of conventional armed forces 
with a massive nuclear weapons 
arsenal, (2) brinkmanship or the 
use of the nuclear threat in the 
Korean conflict and the Taiwan 
crisis, (3) the use of covert CIA 
operations in Iran, and (4) the 
Suez Crisis and the Eisenhower 
doctrine in the Middle East. Use 
library and Internet resources, 
and write a two-page essay about 
the events as well as your opinion 
about the policy’s effectiveness. 

Key Terms (REQUIRED) – 10 pts 
Identify/define the following: 

 Satellite nations 

 Iron Curtain 

 Containment 

 Subversion 

 Loyalty review program 

 Censure 

 Fallout 

 Massive retaliation 

 Brinkmanship 

 Covert 

 Developing nations 

 Military-industrial 
complex 

 Limited war 

NATO, SEATO, and the Warsaw 
Pact  - 10 pts 
Team of 3: Each investigate 
NATO, SEATO, and the Warsaw 
Pact; use library and Internet 
resources to research its respective 
histories and current statuses. 
Prepare a debate with one another 
or write an editorial focusing on 
the following issues: Whom does 
your organization include? Why 
was your organization formed? 
What is your organization’s goal? 
Each should identify the others’ 
negative aspects and defend yours. 

Spies, Codes, and Ciphers – 5 pts 
While the American public 
debated the guilt or innocence of 
Alger Hiss and the Rosenbergs, 
the American cryptographers 
uncovered evidence of Russian 
espionage. Research about and 
investigate code breaking and 
ciphers at www.cryptoclub.math. 
uic.edu/ or www.nationalarchives. 
gov.uk/spies/ciphers and create a 
cipher puzzle to share with your 
classmates. 

The Right Stuff – 15 pts 
The Russian launch of Sputnik in 
1957 shocked many Americans. 
Then in 1961 the Russians sent 
up Yuri Gagarin, the first person 
in space. Read Tom Wolfe’s The 
Right Stuff and write a book 
review or critique contrasting 
Chuck Yaeger and the test pilots 
who preceded them with the 
Mercury astronauts. Also identify 
and describe the political reasons 
behind the American space 
program. 

Nuclear War – 10 pts 
Find a person who remembers the 
Cold War and the threat of 
nuclear war and interview this 
person. This could include 
parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, and so on. Ask questions 
about how they felt about the 
threat of nuclear war, if they 
remember the “duck-and-cover” 
drills in school, and if their 
family had a fallout shelter. 
Prepare a list of questions to ask. 
Prepare a one-page summary of 
your interview. 

 


