
 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 
 SESSION A           8:45-9:45 

Workshop Title / Presenters Workshop Description 
Activities for Global Citizenship: 
People, Food, Energy and 
Sustainability 
Jarred Haas  
Peabody Public Schools 
Conf Room 200 

Discover activities to help students examine their role as global citizens, especially as it relates to issues 
of environmental sustainability and the sustainability of healthy, educated communities. Engage in 
simulation games, concept mapping and data analysis to build awareness of population and resource 
use trends, and see how to fit these activities into their curricula for a range of social studies disciplines 
(geography, history, economics and civics). Receive electronic lessons plans matched to state 
standards 

Impact of Diverse Curriculum 
Vishni Samaraweera, Ben Haber, 
Samantha Song, Coleman Jackson, 
Emre Muftu, Kyle Makalusky, Ik Agba, 
Richard Desir, Meg Hitchcock, Alishah 
Khan, Hassan Abdirahman 
SAIR/Brookline High School 
Conf Room 300 

Our group SAIR (Students Against Institutional Racism) will present our student-made curriculum that 
provides teachers with primary sources from marginalized groups throughout history and engaging 
discussion questions for the class to ponder and discuss. Our resources are from the perspective of 
marginalized groups because we strongly feel that history is usually taught from a white male 
eurocentric perspective. We will explain the significance of a diverse curriculum and how it has 
impacted our own learning and lives. 
 

How Four Questions Can Help Build 
“Philosopher-Citizens” 
Jonathan Bassett & Gary Shiffman 
Conf Room 400 

History teachers always face a daunting challenge in trying to cover their required content while also 
teaching their students to think about what they’re learning. This workshop will introduce you to the 
“Four Question Method” (4QM), a simple yet sophisticated way to do both of those things at the same 
time. We’ll show you how you can use Four Questions to make your planning and teaching much more 
efficient and effective. 

Using WE THE PEOPLE Materials 
in the Classroom / Grade 5, 8, 11 
& 12  
Roger Desrosiers Massachusetts 
Center for Civic Education 
Hampton 

Through an overview of the We the People programs, using all three levels of textbooks,  
participants can see how each can be used to fulfill recent revisions of the History and Social  
Science Framework content standards at each of the above grade levels.  A review of the  
text, examining its inquiry-based design, its multiple interactive activities in each lesson and  
a focus on the history of ideas as opposed to a history of facts are featured in this curriculum.  
Each participant will receive a free text of the level of his or her choosing. Free online  
resources will also be reviewed and teachers will have a chance to engage in an activity as  
well. 

Teaching the Civics of Today to 
Build the Democracy of Tomorrow 
David Buchanan, Director of Field 
Analysis and Research, Lora De Salvo 
& Molly Launceford    iCivics  
Middlesex 

Civics action projects. A full year course at grade 8. New practices. Media literacy: The 2018 
Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework and the new civics law challenge us 
to bring new life to teaching civics. This interactive session will share examples from game-based 
learning, innovative curricula and other resources available for free from iCivics to illustrate engaging 
approaches to teaching the civics of today. Bring a laptop or tablet and come to explore what’s new for 
teaching the civic leaders of tomorrow. 
 



How We Argue 
Nate Otey &  Anne Sanderson 
ThinkerAnalytix (Harvard) 
Essex 

How do we argue today? Often, people voice positions based on unsubstantiated facts, intimidation and 
appeals to emotion. Many of us leave discussions feeling entrenched and frustrated, or avoid them 
altogether. In this workshop, we introduce argument mapping: a simple, powerful tool for engaging the 
most controversial issues. Research from top universities shows that mapping significantly improves 
students’ writing and reasoning skills. Participants will leave this workshop with resources to make 
students' writing more rigorous and classroom discussions more constructive. 

We Pledge our lives, our Liberty and 
our Fortunes! 
Jonathan Lane  Revolution 250 
Midland 
 

 

The 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution in Massachusetts. 
John Adams said the American Revolution “was in the minds of the people, and this was effected, from 
1760 to 1775, in the course of fifteen years before a drop of blood was drawn at Lexington.”  The events 
Adams knew had happened in Massachusetts.  Planning for the Revolution’s 250th anniversary is 
underway in Massachusetts.  In 2015, a number of not-for-profit, for-profit and government 
organizations banded together as Revolution 250.  More than 60 organizations across the 
Commonwealth are now partners, with critical support from the Massachusetts Historical Society and 
the Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati, working together to commemorate the events that led to 
the American Revolution;  making this history available and accessible to students and teachers across 
the Commonwealth; and promoting preservation of historic structures, artifacts, and documents.  This 
session will outline current plans for the commemoration and lead a discussion about how you, your 
school and your community can get involved. 

SESSION B – 10 – 11 AM 
Workshop Title / Presenters Workshop Description 
Why Vote? 
Lynn Brown 
Norman B. Leventhal Map & Education 
Center 
Conf Room 200 

We will model a pilot, ready-made, 50-minute lesson for teachers of high school seniors to make the 
case “Why vote?”, using maps and wrapping up with students registering in the classroom so they are 
ready to vote in the 2020 national elections. Participants will provide feedback to strengthen the lesson. 
Participants should bring an electronic device to be able to access online information. 

Action Civics: Empowering 
Engaged and Effective Citizens 
Jason Romanowski, Carra Fraker &  
Keith Chappelle  
Generation Citizen 
Conf Room 300 

This interactive workshop explores an experiential, student-centered and project-based approach to 
civic education called Action Civics where students learn civics by doing civics and use their voice to 
make real change in their communities. Participants will learn strategies and discuss best practices for 
incorporating Action Civics in their school or district in a way that aligns with Common Core literacy 
standards and fits inside history, social studies or ELA curriculum so it reaches all students. 

Teaching Questions 1 & 2:  Chinese 
“Century of Humiliation” and Trade 
Talks with Trump 
Jonathan Bassett & Gary Shiffman 
Conf Room 400 

"What Happened?" and "What Were They Thinking?" are Questions 1 and 2 of the Four Question 
Method for teaching and learning history. This workshop will demonstrate how to make these questions 
come alive for students. We'll dive into the story of what the Chinese Communist Party calls "The 
Century of Humiliation," and try to figure out what key players in that story were thinking. You'll leave 
knowing some specific techniques for teaching Questions 1 and 2 (for any content) to your students. 

We the People – Project Citizen, 
Hands-On Approach to Working 
with Government Grades 6-12 
 

Project Citizen is a program designed to help students and youth groups learn how to monitor and 
influence public policy at state and local government levels. This curriculum meets the requirement of a 
student led civic project. The program involves critical thinking, problem solving and cooperative 
learning. Students also learn how citizens can influence decisions on important issues. Project Citizen 
aligns well with new Massachusetts Frameworks, Common Core, and a service-learning or community 



Ellen Barber-Morse, Massachusetts 
Center for Civic Education 

service curriculum, as well as with citizen involvement issues in U.S. history and civics. This 
presentation will include an overview of project, interactive lesson demonstration and opportunity for 
training. 
 

The Rights and Responsibilities of 
Citizens: Making choices to make a 
change. 
Frank Clark - Tsongas Industrial 
History Center/Lowell National 
Historical Park  
 Middlesex 

Have you been thinking about ways to incorporate civics concepts into your history courses? Have you 
thought about taking a “civics field trip” to a historic site? Join the staff of the Tsongas Industrial History 
Center at Lowell National Historical Park for a look at how staff are responding to increased interest in 
civics education by adapting their labor history program to include concepts relating to the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens. 

 A Civil  Body Politic-Teaching 
Civics with Plimoth Plantation 
Vicki Oman - Associate Director of 
Group Participation and Learning  
Janet Young 
Manager | Group Sales, Reservations 
& FIT 
Plimoth Plantation 
Essex 

This workshop introduces educators to Plimoth Plantation’s new civics education program which 
explores the origins of our democracy through the lenses of community, conflict, and collaboration. The 
Museum’s Education & Outreach staff will lead a mock lesson followed by a conversation about how to 
teach the Mayflower Compact as a moment of community building, finding unity through diversity and 
understanding differences within a group and respectfully compromising to identify common values and 
goals. 

 Keynote Speech : Lessons Learned 
From Teaching Social Studies 
Students About Post-Genocide 
Rwanda 
 
 Professor Carl Hobert 
Author, “Raising Global IQ: Preparing 
our Students for a Shrinking Planet” 
(Beacon Press) 
Midland 

As Packer stated in 2016, “An informed citizenry is essential for the success of the United States to meet 
its domestic and international responsibilities, according to many leaders and observers here and abroad.” 
For over 20 years, Hobert has taught social studies students and teachers how to think independently 
and responsibly, by studying carefully and profoundly pre- and post-genocide Rwanda. By giving students 
and teachers opportunities to apply critical thinking and content knowledge to analyze information on 
Rwanda’s history, they are able to develop creative, enduring solutions to critical problems Rwanda is still 
facing today, including reported human rights violations, and a deadly Ebola outbreak in the neighboring 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). In this interactive lecture, Hobert will discuss how the case 
study and role play – based Rwanda-focused portion of his “Educating Global Citizens” course teaches 
students and teachers about the complexities of pre- and post-genocide Rwanda. This includes allowing 
them to communicate live via Skype with, and learn from students, educators and leaders in Rwanda, 
and taking students and teachers to Rwanda in the summer for years, “to live and breathe and truly 
appreciate what they have learned”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SESSION C – 1:45-2:45 PM 

Workshop Description Workshop Description 

Raising the Bar for Students with 
McGraw Hill Networks Resources 
and Strategies 
Kurt Waters, Meghan Little, Laurie 
Reynolds  - McGraw Hill Education 
Conf Room 200  

In order for students to become active, productive citizens in our increasingly complex world, they need 
higher level thinking skills and practice using those skills in many different conceptual settings. We need 
to challenge students to think critically about the world, its institutions and traditions, past and present, 
locally and globally. To help middle school teachers meet this challenge, participants in this session will 
receive the key to a treasure chest of differentiated resources and strategies custom aligned to the 
Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 2018. 

Teaching with Current Events for 
Civic Engagement 
Elizabeth Carroll 
Facing History and Ourselves 
Conf 300 
 
 
 

 Teaching current events can be challenging: the news cycle moves quickly, stories are complex, 
and the issues can spark strong emotions. But engaging students with current events is a crucial part of 
their development as informed citizens in a democracy. Current events introduce the issues, dilemmas, 
and controversies that shape civic life today and empower students to make informed and meaningful 
choices as citizens. This session will introduce Facing History’s approach to teaching current events, 
exploring strategies for making meaningful connections between current events and your curriculum, 
addressing breaking news even (especially) when it’s upsetting, and navigating partisan politics in diverse 
classrooms 

Teaching Questions 3 & 4: Context 
and Choices in U.S. -Chinese 
Relations 2019 
Jonathan Bassett & Gary Shiffman 
Conf Room 400 

“Why Then and There?” and “What Do We Think About That?” are Questions 3 and 4 for the Four 
Question Method. This workshop will demonstrate ways to make those questions come alive for 
students, using the case of U.S.-Chinese trade negotiations. As of the summer of 2019, trade talks 
between the U.S. and China had broken down. Why, and What do we think about the situation? You’ll 
leave with practical ideas for teaching those two questions, with any content. 

Teaching Government and Civic Life 
with open Educational Resources 
Irene S. LaRoche- Amherst-Pelham 
Regional Public Schools 
Robert W. Maloy-University of 
Massachusetts Amherst 
Hampton 

 This session highlights the work of a team of public-school teachers and UMass Amherst faculty who 
are developing a free online e-book of open educational learning resources for the new Massachusetts 
8th Grade Civics curriculum framework. Using an interactive approach, we will present ways for 
students and teachers to explore standards in depth, uncover hidden histories and untold stories and 
investigate issues and topics related to government and civic life in society today. Ideas for developing 
student civic action projects will be included. 
 

Aligning Units and Lesson Plans to 
the New MA Social Studies 
Framework 
Rob Powers 
Plymouth Public Schools 
Middlesex 

With the first full year of implementation in full swing, how are districts and schools adapting their 
existing curriculum maps, units, and lesson plans to align with the new framework? In this session, 
participants will receive an overview of how educators in Plymouth are realigning their curriculum and 
will be able to examine sample curriculum materials. Space will also be provided for participants to 
share what they've been working on in their respective districts.  

Deliberations: Cooperative 
Discussion on Controversial Issues 
Kristin McManus 
The Bromfield School 
Peabody Public Schools 
Essex 
 

Participants will simulate the eight-step Deliberations method created by Street Law to teach people 
how to cooperatively discuss controversial issues by carefully considering multiple perspectives and 
searching for consensus. Students embark on Deliberations feeling safe, supported, and armed with 
facts, with an eye toward civic engagement and the understanding that by talking about contested 
political topics across differences, they are a part of building an informed citizenry that ultimately will 
benefit the larger community. 



Promoting Inquiry in the Social 
Studies Classroom 
John David Son 
Discovery Education 
Midland 

Discover activities to help students examine their role as global citizens, especially as it relates to issues 
of environmental sustainability and the sustainability of healthy, educated communities. Engage in 
simulation games, concept mapping and data analysis to build awareness of population and resource 
use trends, and see how to fit these activities into their curricula for a range of social studies disciplines 
(geography, history, economics and civics). Receive electronic lessons plans matched to state stanards. 

Special Session – 3-4:30 PM 

The 2018 History and Social Science 
Framework: Engaging Students 
through History and Social Science 
Education 
 
Michelle Ryan  
History and Social Science Content 
Support Lead / DESE. 
Midland 
 

On June 26, 2018, the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education unanimously 
voted to adopt the 2018 History and Social Science Framework. Participants will receive an introduction 
and in-depth overview of the Framework, which includes new Standards of History and Social Science 
Practice, increased emphasis on civics education, an amplified intersection of literacy instruction, a 
focus on inquiry and research, as well as increased inclusion of standards that reflect the diversity of the 
United States and world cultures. In addition, participants will discuss relevant implications for 
curriculum and instruction and implementation based on the new Framework. (Note: This session will 
include a structure Q&A moderated by MCSS staff). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


