
 

 

Massachusetts Council for the Social Studies 

2023 Awards of Excellence 

 

Massachusetts Social Studies teacher deserve recognition!  Each year the Massachusetts Council for 

the Social Studies presents Awards of Excellence to teachers, administrators, and museum 

educators from across the Commonwealth. 

Requirements for each award are listed below and nominations can be made by completing this 

MCSS Awards Nomination Form.   

Award nominations are due Wednesday, March 15th, 2023.  A ceremony honoring recipients will be 

scheduled for later this spring; date, location and time will be announced when recipients are notified. 

Please contact Janice Fairchild (janicefairchild3@gmail.com) with any questions regarding the 

awards. 

 

❖ William Spratt Award for Excellence in Teaching Secondary Social Studies 

(high school teachers) 

The William Spratt Award for Excellence in Teaching Social Studies at the Secondary Level is 

named after one of its earliest members of MCSS, Bill Spratt. Bill was a teacher and 

department chair at Whitman-Hanson HS and Marine Corp veteran. He chaired an early 

regional conference (Northeast Regional Conference, NERC) and then became President of 

MCSS. Through his tireless work MCSS grew into one of the leading professional 

organizations for social studies in the state. Through his tireless work MCSS grew into one of 

the leading professional organizations for social studies in the state. 

 

❖ William Spratt Award for Excellence in Teaching Middle School Social Studies 

(middle school teachers) 

The William Spratt Award for Excellence in Teaching Social Studies at the Middle School Level 

is named after one of its earliest members of MCSS, Bill Spratt. Bill was a teacher and 

department chair at Whitman-Hanson HS and Marine Corp veteran. He chaired an early 

regional conference (Northeast Regional Conference, NERC) and then became President of 

MCSS. Through his tireless work MCSS grew into one of the leading professional 

organizations for social studies in the state. Through his tireless work MCSS grew into one of 

the leading professional organizations for social studies in the state. 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetmwJlkLbmxWAXNgvyRSIbBBXVCehy1eGwSkWwIaKayPFvwg/viewform
mailto:janicefairchild3@gmail.com


 

 

❖ Barbara Capron Award for Excellence in Teaching Elementary Social Studies 

(elementary teachers) 

The Barbara J. Capron Award for Excellence in Teaching Social Studies at the Elementary 

Level is presented in honor of Barbara for her work as an exceptional elementary teacher and 

dedication to MCSS. Barbara Capron was a teacher and school principal. She blazed the way 

for elementary teachers to get involved in social studies education. She ran an early regional 

conference (Northeast Regional Conference, NERC) and served as President of MCSS. Later 

she served many years as Executive Secretary of the Council, guiding chairs of NERC through 

the yearlong process. 

 

❖ John Reilly Award for Excellence in Teaching Geography   

(any level) 

The John Reilly Award for Excellence in Teaching Geography is awarded annually to a 

teacher, at any grade level, who exemplifies excellence in the teaching of geography content 

and skill.  John was a high school teacher and founding member of the Southeastern 

Massachusetts Geographic Alliance 

 

❖ George Watson Award for Excellence in Teaching Economics 

(any level) 

The George C. Watson Award for Excellence in Teaching Economics. The award is named 

after George who was one of the Founding Fathers of MCSS and advocate for economics 

education across the Commonwealth. MCSS became a leading professional development 

organization for social studies educator through the dedication of George Watson. 

 

❖ Don Salvucci Award for Excellence in Promoting Civic Education  
(any level) 

            Don Salvucci was a president of MCSS in the 1970s and his passion was civic education. 
 In his honor an award was created in the area of citizenship education. Sal was the first to 
publish the NERC conference book on a very early Apple computer, and introduced many of 
his colleagues to the Mac and its publishing capabilities. He also produced the MCSS 
newsletter for many years.  Later he put together the Bicentennial of the Constitution school 
events, which fostered student research into their towns’ histories. Because of the broadness 
of the category, it could be awarded for accomplishments in a number of academic areas and 
activities, but it is always for a classroom teacher who emphasizes and teaches the importance 
of democratic ideals and responsibilities. 
 

❖ Richard Aieta award for Promising New Teacher  

(any level, in first five years of teaching)  

Each year the Massachusetts Council for the Social Studies presents the Aieta Promising 

Teacher Award, named in memory of Richard Aieta. Dick was an extraordinary social studies 

educator, whose talents enriched social studies education in the Commonwealth. In addition to 

working with high school students he provided training for pre-service teachers at the college 

level. Dick is also recognized for his work on behalf of MCSS.  

 

 



 

 

❖ Recognition of Department/team Excellence in Teaching Social Studies Award  

(any level)  

This award recognizes outstanding social studies departments/teams who demonstrate, 

through collaborative work, innovative and effective instructional practices utilized in their 

classrooms. Teams should foster a spirit of inquiry and the development of skills which support 

the democratic beliefs, values and skills needed for students to become active and engaged in 

civic life. 

 

❖ Charles Mitsakos Award for Outstanding Supervisor Award 

The Charles Mitsakos Award for Excellence in Supervising Social Studies is presented in 

honor of Charles Mitsakos a Founding Father of MCSS, teacher and administrator at many 

levels, including work at the college level. MCSS has grown into a leading professional 

organization for social studies educators through Charlie’s work and dedication.  

 

❖ Debra Miller Award for Excellence in Museum Education  

This award recognizes the work of Museums and/or Museum Educators who fosters the goals 

of social studies education through inquiry, provides opportunities for students of all academic 

ability and supports teacher education.  The Museum Education award is given in memory of 

Debra Miller, Worcester teacher and past president of MCSS.  One of Deb’s greatest gifts was 

her imagination, her willingness to try new    methods, and her determination to make social 

studies education work, even with few resources which   fostered her interest in museums and 

actors. Through Deb’s hard work, hundreds of conference participants were able to visit the 

Museum Marketplace and Arts Showcase at the Northeast Regional Conference for the Social 

Studies (NERC) which Deb chaired for many years. 
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