
 

FALL 2015 ONE-DAY STATE CONFERENCE 

Wednesday, October 28, 2015 
Holiday Inn & Suites Marlborough 

Marlborough, Massachusetts 
 

HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS 
AND THE SOCIAL STUDIES 

The Massachusetts Council for the Social Studies proudly presents this one-day state 
conference to provide K-12 social studies teachers a variety of content-rich professional 
development workshops centering on human rights and civil rights. 

Despite tremendous progress that has been made in the past couple of decades, human 
rights and civil rights are constantly tested and challenged. Recent events in the United 
States and around the world should remind us that social injustice remains real and 
rampant even in the twenty-first century. The essence of this year’s theme is to have 
today’s students learn about, realize, and appreciate the struggles of individuals and the 
groups of people who have sacrificed their livelihoods and lives in order to attain and 
secure personal liberties and social justice that a generation before them never thought 
was possible, let alone hopeful or even imaginable. The primary goal is for social 
studies teachers to create lesson activities and implement that allow students to think 
critically about this problem. This process can bring students to the point of being able 
to recommend practical resolutions that address the real-world issues of human rights 
and civil rights. 

Gorman Lee, Ed.D. 
Past President, Mass. Council for the Social Studies 
K-12 Director of Social Studies, Braintree Public Schools 
Braintree, Massachusetts 

  



One-Day Fall 2015 Statewide Conference 
 Organization/Institution Presenters AM PM 
A Upstander Project Mishy Lesser 

Adam Mazo 
 5C, 5D 

B Clinton Public Schools Adam Ingano 
Dr. Richard Cairn 

1A  

C Suffolk University  Dr. Bob Allison 4B  
D Boston University Dr. Carl Hobert 4A 4D 
E Center for Civic Education 

We the People 
Roger Desrosiers  3D 

F Center for Civic Education 
Project Citizen 

Rachel Barnes  4C 

G Massachusetts Geographic 
Alliance 

Kathy Babini 
Vernon Domingo 
Janice Fairchild 

2B  

H The Choices Program Amy Howland 
Liz Calore 

 1C 

I Museum of African American 
History, Boston/Nantucket 

Samantha Gibson 
L’Merchie Frazier 
Charles E Walker, Esq 

 3C 

J Plymouth Public Schools Kathleen Babini 2A  
K Primary Source Dr. Susan Zeiger 5A, 5B  
L Massachusetts Historical 

Society 
Kathleen Barker 
Elaine Heavey 

3B  

M John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum 

Katherine Gilliland 3A  

N Boston Public Schools Kerry Dunne, Natacha 
Scott, Josue Sakata 

 1D 

 

Workshops at Holiday Inn & Suites Marlborough 
 Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Room 5 
Session A   
8:30a – 9:30a 

Clinton Public/ 
Library of 
Congress 

Plymouth 
Public 

JFK Library & 
Museum 

Suffolk 
University 

Primary Source 

Session B  
9:40a – 10:40a 

TBD Massachusetts 
Geographic 
Alliance 

Massachusetts 
Historical 
Association 

Boston 
University A 

Primary Source 

Keynote Address 
10:45a – 11:25a 

Dr. Vernon Domingo 
“Education for a More Just and Equal Society” 

Luncheon 
11:30a – 12:30p 

Luncheon, sponsored by McGraw-Hill 
Inspiration Award: Barbara Henry 

Session C   
12:40p – 2:10p 

The Choices 
Program 

TBD Museum of 
Afro American 
History 

Project Citizen Upstander 
Project A 

Session D   
2:20p – 3:50p 

Boston Public Curriculum 
Development 

We the People Boston 
University B 

Upstander 
Project B 

 

Off-site workshops 
Off-site workshop 
9:00a – 3:00p 

Tsongas Industrial History Center 
Lowell, MA 

Off-site workshop 
9:00a – 3:30p 

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum 
Dorchester, MA 



Concurrent Session A 
(8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.) 

 
Struggles for Equality: Primary Sources and Teaching 
Resources at the Library of Congress 
Presenter: Adam Ingano, Clinton Public Schools, Clinton, MA 
 

Participants will become gain access to dozens of collections 
and hundreds of treasured items that illuminate America's many 
struggles for social justice. Sharpen search strategies to find and 
access materials for classroom use. Identify primary sources, lessons 
and other teaching tools. 
 
Subjects:  U.S.  History,  Civics  &  Government,  Curriculum  Development,  Multidisciplinary,  Administration  
Grades:  K-12  

 
Resources for Teaching Civil Rights 
Presenters: Kathleen Babini, Plymouth Public Schools, Plymouth, MA 
 

Resources shared that teachers can use in the classroom that range from picture 
books, to novels to online resources and informational texts on the Civil Rights 
movements. In this session participants will become familiar with resources to teach 
about the Civil Rights Movement. Picture books, novels and websites resources will be 
shared along with instructional strategies. Ideas for creating text sets at various grade 
levels will be presented. 

 
Subjects:  U.S.  History,  Culture/Multicultural  Issues,  Literature  &  Common  Core  
Grades:  6-12  
  
  

Art as a Civic Language 
Presenter: Katherine Gilliland, John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Boston, MA 
 

In this workshop attendees will learn through the arts of the 
Civil Rights Movement to better understand the experiences and 
perspectives of those who lived during the movement. Most 
importantly, the session will explore the ways in which activism 
through art can bring history alive for students. The session will 
focus on events in civil rights history and explore select works of art 
and artists who have used their art forms to create awareness or to 
work for change. Attendees will apply "thinking routines" developed by the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education to examine the rich details and complex messages 
embedded in various works of art. This session will relate to building 21st century skills, 
teaching social studies as inquiry, and social studies disciplinary literacy.  
  
Subjects:  U.S.  History  
Grades:  6-8  

 



 
Concurrent Session A (continued) 

(8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.) 
 

Founding Documents as Civil Rights Documents 
Presenter: Dr. Robert Allison, Suffolk University, Boston, MA 
 
       In this workshop, Dr. Robert Allison will lead teachers in exploring 
and realizing how the Massachusetts Constitution, the U.S. Constitution, 
and the Federal Bill of Rights were not just "Founding Documents” but 
also important civil rights documents of its time as well as the modern 
era. How can we introduce and refer these documents as civil rights 
documents? 
       Teachers will look at how Massachusetts Constitution, U.S. 
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights can be applied to teach the Civil 
Rights Movement, and teach students to explain how these documents were largely influential 
or impactful to human rights issues around the world since the late eighteenth century, and 
allow teachers to explore and create learning opportunities to reflect this notion. 

 
Subjects:  U.S.  History,  Culture/Multicultural  Issues,  Literature  &  Common  Core  
Grades:  5-12  
  
  
  

Strategies for Globalizing American History 
Presenters: Susan Zeiger, Ph.D., Primary Source 
 

Want to globalize your American history curriculum but don’t 
know where to begin? Join us to learn new ways of situating 500+ 
years of American history in global contexts by re-conceptualizing 
familiar content in comparative, regional, and transnational 
frameworks. We’ll discuss strategies for linking the local to the global; 
finding global primary sources online; and encouraging students to 
think critically about America’s place in the world, past and present. 
We’ll also feature resource guides and bibliographies to help you 
reposition specific topics and periods in American history in 
international contexts. 

The workshop will feature two case studies related to human 
and civil rights that will enable teachers to experiment with the strategies discussed for 
globalizing American history curricula. The first case study will situate the period of American 
Indian removal in the 19th century within a global context; the second will highlight the 
international connections between the American and British anti-slavery movements. 

 
Subjects:  U.S.  History    
Grades:  6-12  

 
  



Concurrent Session B 
(9:40 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.) 

 
From Paper to Tablet: Merging Social Studies with 
Technology 
Presenter: Janice Fairchild & Monica Albuixech, Massachusetts Geographic 
Alliance 
 

From producing documentaries, publishing books/magazines to 
creating travel brochures/posters, and Google Earth itineraries, students 
meet 21st Century Skills of research/writing/speaking in classrooms that 
merge technology and social studies. 

 
Subjects:  Geography,  Technology  
Grades:  6-12  

 
The Language of Liberty and Freedom 
Presenters: Kathleen Barker & Elaine Heavey, Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, MA 
 

How did antebellum abolitionists use the rhetoric of the American 
Revolution in their reform efforts? In this workshop we will use 
documents and artifacts to explore how the theme of freedom 
connects multiple eras in American history. 

Participants will have the opportunity to view sources and discuss 
how the meaning of freedom in America changed from the time of the 
American Revolution through the Civil War. (In particular how the idea 
of who was fighting for freedom – and from what – changed.) We will 
also brainstorm ways to extend this theme of freedom to other periods 
of American history. 

 
Subjects:  U.S.  History  
Grades:  6-8  
  
  

Raising Global IQ: The Case Study Approach to Conflict 
Resolution 
Presenter: Dr. Carl Hobert, Boston University, Boston, MA 
 
Prof. Hobert’s interactive lecture focuses on how teachers can use his 
exciting, open-sourced, Common Core State Standards-based “Whose 
Jerusalem?” case study which he authored with two Massachusetts 
social studies teachers. He also teaches educators how to author their 
own creative and innovative case studies, focusing on their particular 
areas of interest, in order to improve students’ negotiation and conflict 
resolution skills. 
  
Subjects:  U.S.  History,  Culture/Multicultural  Issues,  Literature  &  Common  Core  
Grades:  6-12  
  
  



  
  

Concurrent Session B (continued) 
(9:40 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.) 

 
Strategies for Globalizing American History 
Presenters: Susan Zeiger, Ph.D., Primary Source 
 

Want to globalize your American history curriculum but don’t 
know where to begin? Join us to learn new ways of situating 500+ 
years of American history in global contexts by re-conceptualizing 
familiar content in comparative, regional, and transnational 
frameworks. We’ll discuss strategies for linking the local to the global; 
finding global primary sources online; and encouraging students to 
think critically about America’s place in the world, past and present. 
We’ll also feature resource guides and bibliographies to help you 
reposition specific topics and periods in American history in 
international contexts. 

The workshop will feature two case studies related to human 
and civil rights that will enable teachers to experiment with the strategies discussed for 
globalizing American history curricula. The first case study will situate the period of American 
Indian removal in the 19th century within a global context; the second will highlight the 
international connections between the American and British anti-slavery movements. 

 
Subjects:  U.S.  History    
Grades:  6-12  

 
  



  
Keynote Address 

Dr. Vernon Domingo 
Professor of Geography, Bridgewater State University 

 
“Education for a More Just and Equal Society” 

 

 
 

Large Ballroom 
10:45 a.m. – 11:25 a.m.  



 
Mass Council’s  INSPIRATION Award 

 
Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Sponsored by McGraw-Hill 
 

Ms. Barbara Henry 
Ruby Bridges’ First Grade Teacher 

 

 
 
 

  



Concurrent Session C 
(12:40 p.m. – 2:10 p.m.) 

  
  

Competing Visions of Human Rights: Questions for U.S. 
Policy 
Presenter: Liz Calore, The Choices Program 
 
     What should U.S policy be regarding Human Rights? Let your students 
decide by analyzing primary sources, evaluating multiple perspectives, and 
reviewing cases to develop their own view.  Choices curriculum provided. 
     In this workshop, participants will: 

•   Examine competing definitions of human rights; 
•   Be introduced to case studies of Human Rights violations; 
•   Engage in deliberative dialogue on the complex topic of Human Rights policy; 
•   Explore issues framing human rights law and policy; 
•   Consider a student-centered method of instruction that develops the skills and habits 

for active citizenship and democratic decision-making; and 
•   Preview a role-play activity that addresses every Common Core Speaking and Listening 

standard, and several Common Core Writing and Reading standards. 
 
Subjects:  U.S.  History,  World  History,  Civics  &  Government,  Culture/Multicultural  Issues  
Grades:  9-12  
  

 
 

Project Citizen 
Presenter: Rachel Barnes, Massachusetts Center for Civic Education 
 

Civic participation is a corner stone of our 
government. And it is civic particpation that has moved 
our country forward in its struggle for justice and civil 
rights. The workshop stresses the connection between 
good citizenship and civic participation.   

A ninety minute presentation introduces The People: Project Citizen instructional program. 
Rational, goals and outcomes will be discussed. This workshop will include two lesson 
demonstrations that clearly show the strengths of the program. A completed project will be 
available to view. 
 
Subjects:  Civics  &  Government,  English  Language  Learners  (ELL)  
Grades:  K-12  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
  
  

Concurrent Session C (continued) 
(12:40 p.m. – 2:10 p.m.) 

  
  
  

Signs of Freedom: Civil Rights Activism in the 19th 
Century, 1960s, and Today 
Presenters: L’Merchie Frazier, Samantha Gibson, Charles E. Walker, Esq., Museum of African 
American History, Boston and Nantucket 
 

The objective of the “Signs of Freedom” presentation is to 
introduce strategies and resources for exploring African American civil 
rights activism from the 18th century to the present.  Tracing black 
community activism from the era of the American Revolution through 
the Abolition Movement, the Civil Rights Movement and today, the 
presentation will employ primary source documents and photographs 
to highlight a long, ongoing narrative of the pursuit of equal civil and 
human rights in the United States.  The presentation will also introduce 
participants to the programs and resources offered by the Museum of 
African American History. 

Through “Signs of Freedom,” the staff of the Museum of African American History will 
introduce strategies and resources for exploring African American civil rights activism from the 
18th century to the present.  Beginning with an introduction to the Museum’s historic sites, the 
African Meeting House (1806) and the Abiel Smith School (1835), we will discuss the ways in 
which early black Bostonians established a strong tradition of activism, protest, and resistance 
in their pursuit of freedom, equal citizenship, and an end to slavery.  The Civil Rights Movement 
of the 1950s and 1960s built upon the foundation laid by these pioneering black activists and 
abolitionists of the 19th century and reflected many of the same issues and values articulated by 
black citizens over a century earlier.  The presentation will use the photography of Ernest 
Withers and others to as a lens through which to raise questions and ignite discussion about the 
people who made the Civil Rights Movement possible, the nature of protest and resistance over 
time, and the resulting impact on the laws and justice system of the United States. The 
presentation will also highlight some of the ways in which this historical context and these 
teaching strategies might be applied to contemporary issues and events in the classroom.  
Participating educators will learn place-based, locally-rooted historical context for the civil 
rights activism of the 20th and 21st centuries and be exposed to new primary sources, teaching 
strategies, and resources for curriculum development. 
 
Subjects:  U.S.  History,  Civics  &  Government,  Current  Events,  Art/Museum  Education,  Multidisciplinary  
Grades:  6-12  teachers  
  
     



Concurrent Session C (continued) 
(12:40 p.m. – 2:10 p.m.) 

  
  

Genocide Education and Restorative Practices in 
Schools 
Presenters: Mishy Lesser & Adam Mazo, Upstander Project 
 

The central objective of this workshop is to 
introduce participants to the factors that contributed 
to genocide in Rwanda and explore the cost of "us-
them" thinking to develop a culture of respect in their 
schools. 

Using the award-winning documentary film, Coexist, and its four-lesson Teacher’s Guide, 
middle and high school educators will:  

1.   Develop a deeper understanding of factors that contributed to the Rwanda 
genocide 

2.   Have greater clarity about the concepts of forgiveness and reconciliation as they 
relate to post-genocidal society 

3.   Learn how to use the case of genocide in Rwanda to examine othering and 
encourage upstander behavior in their schools 

4.   Get ideas for interdisciplinary lessons, resources, and strategies 
5.   Experience new practices to engage students in small/large group discussion.  

Across Massachusetts there are frequent reports of discrimination and acts of brutality that 
impact students’ ability to learn and flourish. No school or community is immune. The 
dimensions of the problem are colossal and what is at stake for our society is the growing pain 
and trauma of targeted individuals and groups, and the spreading of violence. We aim to 
address these by bringing the stories of victims and perpetrators of the Rwanda genocide to 
students and teachers so they can sharpen their own moral reasoning about how to engage 
with one another respectfully, and how to treat and protect one another from harm. This 
approach promotes the teaching of social studies as an inquiry arc to encourage student 
curiosity, and the application of history tools and concepts, gathering and evaluating of sources, 
and communication of conclusions for the purpose of taking action.  

All workshop participants will receive a copy of the Coexist DVD and a link to the PDF of 
the Coexist Teacher’s Guide—a comprehensive curriculum for teaching about colonialism, 
genocide, reconciliation, and social emotional skills for dealing with difference and contributing 
to an upstander culture at their school. 
 
Subjects:  World  History,  Psychology/Sociology,  Civics  &  Government,  Current  Events/Contemporary  
Issues,  Multidisciplinary,  Culture/Multicultural  Issues  
Grades:  6-12  
  
  
  

Curriculum Development Session  
Self-facilitated workshop session 

 
K-12 social studies teachers will be able to use this time to create and develop instructional 

activities using the content topics and issues that were introduced in the morning’s workshop 
presentations (Concurrent Sessions A & B). Teachers can work in teams or independently. 
Workshop presenters and facilitators will be available to offer additional online and print 
resources, and lesson planning templates. 
 
     



Concurrent Session D 
2:20 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. 

  
  

We the People 
Presenter: Roger Desrosiers, Massachusetts Center for Civic Education 

     The We The People program is designed to promote civic 
competence and responsibility among elementary and secondary 
students. The program enhances students’ understanding of the 
institutions and principles of American constitutional democracy. The 
culminating activity is a simulated congressional hearing in which 
students “testify” before a panel of judges. This provides students with 
an interactive way to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding 
of constitutional principles and to evaluate, take, and defend positions 
of relevant historical and contemporary issues.  This program has been 
recognized as a great tool to increase literacy, research, writing and 
oral skills for students of all ages.  

Subjects:  U.S.  History,  Civics  &  Government  
Grades:  5-12  
  
  

Truth and Reconciliation: Can Teachers Change the 
Narrative Around Native Americans in New England? 
Presenters: Mishy Lesser & Adam Mazo, Upstander Project 
 
This session uses original documentary film and 
curriculum to explore the historical context of the 
Maine Wabanaki-State Child Welfare Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, which recently 
concluded two years of research documenting the 
forced removal of Wabanaki children from their families and tribes. The TRC’s final report 
declares this practice of forced assimilation to be cultural genocide. We will screen our new 
short documentary, Children of the Dawn, and use the inquiry process to develop compelling 
questions about genocide in New England’s history and consider ways of taking informed 
action in contemporary reality. This interactive workshop will introduce participants to 
Question Formulation Technique and Listening Circles, as well as related online learning 
materials. The session is a preview of the Upstander Academy Summer Institute for Teachers, 
to be held at UConn’s Dodd Center in July 2016.  
  
 
Subjects:  U.S.  History,  Civics  &  Government  
Grades:  5-12  
     



Concurrent Session D (continued) 
2:20 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. 

  
  

Teaching about Segregation, Desegregation, and 
Busing in the Boston Public Schools 
Presenters: Kerry Dunne, Natacha Scott & Josue Sakata, Boston Public Schools, Boston, MA 
 

In this workshop, educators will be introduced to the materials 
developed by the Boston Public Schools' history department for 
teaching about busing, segregation, and desegregation in Boston. The 
materials are free and online, and teachers attending the workshop will 
be easily able to access them for classroom use. 
 
Subjects:  U.S.  History,  Civics  &  Government,  Culture/Multicultural  Issues  
Grades:  PK-12,  College/University,  Administration  
  
  
  

Why Students Should Study the World Every Day 
Presenter: Dr. Carl Hobert, Boston University, Boston, MA 
 
This generation of students is full of passion to change the world, but they need tools to do so 
more effectively. Hobert explores the importance of creating discussion-
based “Global Issues” courses in middle and high schools, that expose 
students to important and often-complex modern day international 
events. In this interactive workshop, he introduces teachers to one 
popular case study focusing on post-genocide Rwanda. He demonstrates 
how the case study’s “Intellectual Outward Bound” role-play exercises 
have helped thousands of students to understand our rapidly changing 
world, and to hone their own, personal conflict analysis, management 
and prevention skills, as well. 
  
Subjects:  U.S.  History,  Culture/Multicultural  Issues,  Literature  &  Common  Core  
Grades:  6-12  
  
  
  
  

Curriculum Development Session  
Self-facilitated workshop session 

 
K-12 social studies teachers will be able to use this time to create and develop instructional 

activities using the content topics and issues that were introduced in the morning’s workshop 
presentations (Concurrent Sessions A & B). Teachers can work in teams or independently. 
Workshop presenters and facilitators will be available to offer additional online and print 
resources, and lesson planning templates. 
 
     



Off-Site Workshop A 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

  

Tsongas Industrial History Center 
Lowell National Park Service in Lowell, MA 
Host/Presenter: Kristin L. Gallas, Tsongas Industrial History Center, Lowell, MA 
 
Studying history promotes the development of essential 21st-
century competencies such as critical thinking and analytical 
skills. In this workshop, teachers experience how these 
competencies develop through participation in the Tsongas 
Industrial History Center’s hands-on labor history program 
“Workers on the Line.” Participants discover how this 
museum-based program encourages students to think 
critically about issues related to labor and power, past and 
present. Activities include an assembly line simulation, Visual Thinking Strategies, and 
cooperative learning to explore various aspects of labor history, including child labor, 
corporations, unions, and factory work. 
 
Teachers should report directly to Tsongas Industrial History Center, Lowell National 
Historical Park, 115 John Street, Lowell, MA by 8:30 a.m. Program begins promptly at 
9:00 a.m.  Morning coffee and pastries and lunch are included. 
 
 

Off-Site Workshop B 
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

 
One Tumultuous Year! 1963: The Struggle for Civil 
Rights at John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum in Dorchester, MA 
Host/Presenter: Nina Tisch, John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Dorchester, MA 
 
This day-long program at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library 
and Museum, anchored in the Library’s online archival exhibit 1963: 
The Struggle for Civil Rights, highlights teaching strategies to bring 
this tumultuous chapter in history to life. Middle and high school 
teachers will be introduced to this online resource and, through 
small group discussion, generate new ways to use the archival 
materials. They will also take part in hands-on workshops related to 
the integration of the University of Alabama and the Birmingham Campaign. 
Additionally, teachers will tour our newly upgraded museum galleries including the 
interactive, Facing a Moral Crisis: JFK and Civil Rights. 
 
Teachers should report directly to John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, 
Dorchester, MA by 8:30 a.m. Program begins promptly at 9:00 a.m. Morning coffee and 
pastries and lunch are included. 


