
Modern European History 
20

th
 Century Totalitarians 

 

       
 
Directions:  In small groups, you will need to research one of the totalitarians of the 20

th
 century. 

Additionally, your group will be required to prepare information for a small class presentation. 

Your group presentation must include, but should not be limited to, the following… 

 

 An outline of the historical time period in which your character lived.  This should cover 

from the time of his emergence into power to his downfall.  It does not need to cover 

major events around the entire world during this time, but should include those major 

ideas and events that are most closely associated with his rise, reign, and fall.  This needs 

to be typed – keep it short – approximately one page long 

 An evaluation/analysis of your assigned person using the PRIMES.  This can be 

incorporated into your outline or completed separately 

 At least one relevant primary source 

 At least one picture 

 Copies of everything for everyone in the class 

 

Your presentations will be BRIEF.  It will be followed by a… 

 

DEBATE!! 
Debate Description 

The debate format will be a bit different than you might be used to.  First, the central question to 

be answered is, Which person had the greatest impact on the Twentieth Century?  It is important 

to note that, once the debate starts, you will be free to sit wherever you choose.  For example, if 

your group presents information on Hitler, but you think Stalin had a greater impact, switch to the 

Stalin group and argue for Stalin.  If you change your mind, or someone’s ideas change your 

position at any time during the debate, switch seats.  You will need to be prepared to defend your 

position at all times.  There will be no judges (well, except me…). 

 

 

The Choices… 

1. Hitler 

2. Mussolini 

3. Stalin 


